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Abstract. This is a report on joint work with Thomas Bauer and
Mirel Caibar. In a 1962 paper, Zariski introduced the decomposition
theory that now bears his name. Although it arose in the context of
algebraic geometry and deals with the configuration of curves on an
algebraic surface, we have recently observed that the essential concept
is purely within the realm of linear algebra. The talk will include
history and examples.


